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On reviewing the correspondence between Sir CHAP.XXVL
David Ochterlony and his government, it is not
easy to acquit the former of precipitancy in solemnly
recognizing the right of the son of the Rajah, with-
out positive instructions from the authority under
which he acted. There was, to all appearance, at
the time no pressing necessity for the step; for
though the reigning prince laboured under disease
which soon proved mortal, his health when the in-
vestiture took place was not regarded with any appre-
recognized with expressions of admiration and applause by the
British parliament; and they have heen honoured with signal
marks of the approbation of his sovereign.
" With the name of Sir David Ochterlony are associated many
of the proudest recollections of the Bengal army, and to the
renown of splendid achievements he added, by the attainment of
the highest honours of the military Order of the Bath, the sin-
gular felicity of opening to his gallant companions an. access to
those tokens of royal favour which are the dearest objects of a
soldier's ambition.
" The diplomatic qualifications of Sir David Ochterlony were
not less conspicuous than his military talents. To an admirably
vigorous intellect and consummate adcjress, he united the essen-
tial requisites of an intimate knowledge of the native character,
language, and manners. The confidence which the government
reposed in an individual gifted with such rare endowments was
evinced by the high and responsible situations which he^succes*
sively filled, and the duties of which he discharged with eminent
ability and advantage to the public interest,
"As aix especial testimony of the- high respect in which the
character and services of Major-General Sir David Ochterlony
are held, and as a public demonstration of sorrow for his de-
mise, the governor-general in council is pleased to direct that
minute guns, to the number of siity-eight, corresponding with
his age, be fired this evening at sunset from the ramparts of Fort
William,"